
 4th Grade Content, Narrative Writing 
One way that I make rubrics more student focused is to choose one area to focus on at a time. 
Because this student is working with dialogue, I choose to look more closely at that aspect of 
his/her writing.  
Standard Criteria Examples from 

Student Work 
Teacher Feedback 

4: Exceeds 
Standard 

Writes Using Narrative 
Techniques:  
Creatively uses 
dialogue and 
descriptions to: 

• Develop events 
• Show the 

responses of 
characters to 
situations 

"Don't you guys have 
somewhere to be?" I quizzed 
the cats. 
"Meeeeeeowww!" the crowd of 
cats replied. 
"Oh, sure! We could all use 
soem fresh air right now during 
class!" Mrs. Miller 
thoughtfully responded. 
"Noooooo!" I screamed. 
"Uh, hi?" I stammered. 

I love the way that you 
use colorful language and 
dialogue to tell the story!  
Instead of using the word 
“said” every time, you 
vary your word choice. 

3: Meets 
Standard 

Writes Using Narrative 
Techniques:  
Uses dialogue and 
descriptions to: 

• Develop events 
• Show the 

responses of 
characters to 
situations 

  

2: 
Approaching 
Standard 

Writes Using Some 
Narrative Techniques: 
Sometimes uses 
dialogue and 
descriptions to: 

• Develop events 
• Show the 

responses of 
characters to 
situations 

Whew! Glad that's over! I 
thought. 
 
 
"I'm in heave!" he shrieked.    

I wonder, can you add 
punctuation to indicate to 
your reader that this is a 
thought? 
I like your use of dialogue 
here, but I’m curious if you 
can add to it so that the 
reader feels like the events 
of your story are fully 
developed.  Your story built 
up, and then plateaued 
(with a steep drop off 
ending).  Can you add 
additional events/dialogue 
so that the story follows the 
mountain format we have 
been practicing? 

1: Not at 
Standard 

Writes a narrative 
piece with help or 
writes with l ittle/no 
use of narrative 
technique 

  



5th Grade Content, Informational Writing 
Focus: Organization 
Standard Criteria Examples from 

Student Work 
Teacher Feedback 

4: Exceeds 
Standard 

Writing is clear, coherent and consistent. 
• Beginning/introduction clearly 

identifies the topic and main ideas 
and includes an engaging 
lead/hook 

• Ideas, facts and details are 
consistently placed in logical 
order 

• Creatively links topic, ideas and 
details using transition words, 
phrases and clauses 

• Provides a creative conclusion 
that restates the topic and 
leaves the reader with 
something to think about. 

  

3: Meets 
Standard 

Writing is clear and coherent  
• Beginning/introduction clearly 

identifies the topic and main ideas  
• Ideas, facts and details are 

usually placed in logical order 
• Usually links topic, ideas and 

details using transition words, 
phrases and clauses 

• Provides a conclusion that 
restates the topic  

  

2: 
Approaching 
Standard 

Writing is basic 
• Beginning/introduction does 

not clearly identify the topic 
• Ideas, facts and details are 

sometimes placed in logical 
order 

• Sometimes the author links the 
topic, ideas and details using 
transitions 

• Conclusion is incomplete 

Roald Dahl is a very 
interesting author to 
me.  
 
Roald Dahl uses a lot 
of similes.  Some 
similes that used that I 
like are: Up he shot 
again like a bullet in 
the barrel of a 
gun.  And my favorite 
is: They were like a 
chorus of dentists' 
drills all grinding 
away together.  

You start your essay by stating 
that R.D. is a very interesting 
author.  As your reader, I am 
thinking that your essay is going 
to be about all of the things that 
make R.D. interesting.  Is this 
your main point? 
 
This is an example of a place in 
your essay where you place your 
ideas and facts in a logical 
order.  Let’s work together to 
organize your other thoughts like 
this! 

1: Not at 
Standard 

Writing is simple 
• Introduction is missing 
• Ideas, facts and details are 

not organized 
• Transition words, phrases and 

clauses are not used 
• Conclusion is missing 

Another thing that 
they all have in 
common is that they 
either have to save the 
world, someone else, 
or themselves. 

 

You end your essay by 
adding an additional 
thought.  Look back 
through your writing 
notes, what do we need to 
restate before leaving the 
reader something to think 
about?  

	  


