
Genre Checklist 
Bookmarks 



Today we will apply our knowledge of literary 
elements to create a genre checklist bookmark. 

What are the 
features of 

realistic fiction? 

•  It could really happen in 
real life 

•  The characters are like real 
people 

•  The characters try to solve 
problems 

•  Animal characters are like 
real animals 

•  There are no magical events 
or characters 



We have identified the features of realistic fiction.  Now we will 
turn those features into questions that a reader could ask 
themselves to determine if a book is realistic fiction or not. 

Questions a reader could ask 
•  Could the events in this story 

happen to you in real life? 
•  Are the characters in this story 

like people you know? 
•  Do the characters in this story 

work to solve problems? 
•  If there are animals in this story, 

do they remind you of your pets 
at home? 

•  Warning: if there are magical 
people or events in this story, it 
is not realistic fiction! 



Check your checklist! 
Working with your partner: 

•  Choose a book from the book box 
•  Read/skim the text, pay close attention to the 

literary elements 
•  As you read, ask your questions 

•  Identify whether or not the story fits your 
genre or not 

•  Discuss: does our checklist give the reader 
enough information to determine if the book 
meets the specifications of the genre?  Is 
there anything we should add?  Revise?  

Delete? 
•  Check in with Mrs. Scott or Mrs. Oakley after 

this step to report your findings!  



Using the questions you have generated and verified, you will 
create a genre checklist bookmark using the medium of your choice. 

Possible mediums for creating your bookmark: 
•  Pen and Paper 
•  Microsoft Publisher, Paint or Word (visit 

our Haiku page for tips!) 
•  Another technology you would like to use 

I will know my bookmark meets standard if: 
•  My questions help the reader identify the literary 

genre 
•  I can explain my product to my peers and teachers 
•  I have used a creative medium to produce a quality 

product that can be used in the library 
•  I have cited my digital sources 
 


